After making his external incision very low on the tumor, the surgeon thought, after some dissection, that he had reached the sac, and accordingly opened it in a cautious manner, when his belief was confirmed by the escape of a considerable quantity of serum from the cavity. This was slit up extensively; its parietes were very thick.
The contents of this supposed sac appeared to be coecum; for there lay, at the extremity of this last-named resemblance, a part, which looked like the appendix vermiformis.
Insuperable difficulties, however, at the neck of this supposed sac, interrupted the regular progress of the operation; the hernia could not be returned: the operator divided the tendon, and quitted his patient.
Some time afterwards, in consequence of the symptoms of strangulation remaining in all their force, another examination was made of the parts concerned in the operation.
It was discovered that the substance which appeared to be the vermiform appendix of the coecum, was the testis, with its vessels, very much dwindled in size, and which lay at the extremity of the hernial sac in such a way as to make it appear like the coecum itself.
The hernial sac, therefore, was yet to be opened, which was accordingly done; the tendon cut again; and the hernia, which was a portion of the ilium, returned. The patient recovered.
The perplexing and irregular circumstances of the foregoing case arose out of the novelty of an encysted hydrocele of the chord being found in front of the hernia, without the chord itself occupying that situation. The hernia, in descending through the loose cellular membrane between the chord and the cremaster muscle, had condensed some watery cysts against the latter, in such a manner that a complete encysted hydrocele was the result, containing about two tablespoonsful of a serous fluid; the escape of which had deceived the operator into a belief that he had opened the true hernial sac.
